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As the Vice President Maritime Affairs I am pleased to provide this report to the 

Conference of Defence Associations. 

 

Navy League General 

 

As an organization that has been around since 1895, The Navy League of Canada reaches 

into 265 communities and teaches over 10,000 young Canadians. In addition, the Navy 

League has screened over 6,000 volunteers to work with youth and develop the leaders of 

tomorrow. 

 

As most of you are aware, the Navy League of Canada focuses effort on three distinct, 

but related work streams: 

 

• Royal Canadian Sea Cadets  

 

The Sea Cadet program celebrates its Centennial anniversary in 2018. Our 

partnership with DND and the CAF continues and the main focus of the Sea 

Cadet program in the coming months and year will continue to revolve around 

renewal. There are currently over 250 Sea Cadet Corps across the country that 

account for more than 7,000 Sea Cadets. This program is still very strong in local 

communities and we look to emphasize its significance throughout the 2018 

centenary and beyond. 

 

• Navy League Cadets 

 

Navy League Cadets is run entirely by the Navy League and relies on volunteers 

and self-fundraising to support its activities. With that in mind, we have 

maintained our level of 110 Navy League Cadet Corps across the country that 

comprise over 3,000 cadets. This unique program continues to develop youth that 

are too young to participate in the Sea Cadet program and provides a ready base 

of recruits for the older cadet programs. This program continues to grow and is 

evidenced by a new Navy League Cadet Corps that opened this past year in . 

 

• Maritime Affairs 

 

The Navy League’s Maritime Affairs portfolio supports the Maritime Affairs 

Alliance, leading the discussion on key issues affecting Canada’s maritime 

community. The MAA is comprised of a diverse collection of members within the 

maritime field at all levels of industry, academia, government, and military. The 

Alliance maintains an abiding interest in offshore industries, the marine 

environment, shipbuilding, transportation by water, a strong and ready Coast 

Guard and a combat-capable Navy to protect and watch over our interests.  

 



The Maritime Affairs portfolio has awarded the Robert I. Hendy and the J.J. 

Kinley awards for 2016. The Robert I. Hendy Award was presented to VAdm 

(Ret’d) Larry Murray, RCN, for his unparalleled accomplishments throughout his 

life, and the J.J. Kinley Award to then Senior Associate Deputy Minister of 

National Defence, Jody Thomas for her outstanding work as Commissioner of the 

Canadian Coast Guard. These awards are presented annually. Please visit our 

website for further information on the awards and how to nominate an individual, 

unit, or command. We are now reviewing nominations for the awards for 2017 

and will announce the winners at the Navy League of Canada’s Annual General 

Meeting at the end of April.  

 

Our 2017 Maritime Affairs memorial scholarship named for The Honourable 

Rear-Admiral Fred Mifflin was awarded to cadet Chief Petty Officer 2nd Class 

Paarth Mittal, who is studying for an Honours Bachelor of Environmental Studies 

at the University of Victoria. This Cadet hopes to receive a foundation that will 

better prepare him for his future law career, reforming policies to better protect 

our marine environment. 

 

The Maritime Affairs delivered our marquee event, Navy and Coast Guard Day 

on 21 November 2017, marking a deeper partnership with the Canadian Coast 

Guard. Members of our Maritime Affairs Alliance met with a total of 32 Senators 

and Members of Parliament to discuss some of the key issues that Canada is 

currently facing as a maritime nation.  

 

In the fall of this year, The Navy League of Canada will once again act as co-

sponsor of the Maritime Security Challenges in Victoria, BC. MSC covers a 

variety of themes related to the theory and practice of maritime operations. This 

conference welcomes policy experts, regional scholars, and military officers from 

across the Indo-Pacific region and beyond to discuss contemporary maritime 

security issues that are of interest to Canada.  
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